
 

CREICH COMMUNITY COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 

 

 

NOTE -   This is an updated Constitution for Creich Communtiy Council.  Standard model 

clauses, issued by Highland Council in November 2003 have been included where 

appropriate.  Several of the clauses contained in the current Creich Community Council 

Constitution have been retained. 

 

NAME 

 

1 The name of the community council is Creich Community Council. 

 

AREA OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

2 The area covered by Creich Community Council is the Parish of Creich, East and 

West, but excluding that part of Creich East, east of a line from Reidmhor to Newton Point 

and including same (hereinafter called the Community Area).  The area is as shown on the 

plan annexed. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

3 To promote the well-being of the residents in the Community Area by ascertaining, 

co-ordinating and expressing to the local authorities for its area, and to public authorities, the 

views of the community which it represents, in relation to matters for which those authorities 

are responsible, and to take such action in the interests of that community as appears to it to 

be expedient and practicable. 

 

4 The Community Council is also given statutory rights of consultation on applications 

for planning permission and of objection to liquor licences.  These rights, where Community 

Councils consider it appropriate, must be exercised to comply with the different acts or any 

codes of guidance issued by the Council. 

 

5 The Community Council will be non-party political and will encourage involvement 

of people irrespective of gender, religion, race, age, disability, nationality or sexual 

orientation. 

 

SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

6 The Community Council will consist of twelve members elected by and from all 

persons aged 18 (and over) living in the Community Area, whose names appear on the 

relevant, most current, Electoral Registers.  Ideally representation should be spread over the 

whole area and should include Spinningdale, Bonar Bridge, Invershin and Rosehall. 

 

7 The Highland Councillors, whose electoral wards include any part of the Community 

Area will be ex-officio members and will be entitled to attend Community Council meetings 

to act as non-voting advisors. 
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8 All the members of the Community Council will retire at the time of an election but 

shall be eligible for re-election.  Any co-opted member with voting rights will only serve 

until the next election following his or her co-option, but may then offer for election as a 

member of the Community Council. 

 

CO-OPTED MEMBERS 

 

9 Co-opted members may be included in the membership in the following 

circumstances: 

 

a. Where their elected membership does not comprise the maximum  

number of elected members specified in the Scheme, but is equal to or exceeds two 

thirds of that number, or where casual vacancies arise during a term of office, 

Community Councils may co-opt persons who would be eligible for election as 

members, provided they do not make up more than one third of the total membership 

allowed for in the Scheme.  Such co-opted members shall have full voting rights and 

will serve until the next ordinary elections. 

 

b. The Community Council may co-opt further members (Associate 

Members) with skills, knowledge and interests which the Community Council 

considers would be of assistance to it in carrying out its functions.  These members 

would have no voting rights, and shall not hold office within the Community Council.  

They can be under the age of 18, but must be over 14, and may live within or outwith 

the area of the Community Council.  Members co-opted in this way will serve a term 

of office of one year or some other time as determined by the Community Council at 

the time of co-option.  Such members can constitute up to but no more than one third 

of the members provided for within the Scheme. 

 

ELECTION 

 

10 Qualification of Candidates. The names of persons seeking election to 

the Community Council will be on the relevant most current Electoral Register within Creich 

Community Council’s area.  Nominees will be proposed and seconded by Creich electors on 

the same Register. 

 

11 Qualification of Electors.  Persons entitled to vote at an election of  

members of the Community Council shall be on the relevant and most current Electoral 

Registers for the Community Council’s area. 

 

12 Frequency and Method of Election. Elections shall be held every  

four years in the month of May commencing in 2005.  For the first election, the Highland 

Council will appoint the Returning Officer who will not be associated with the election.  

Nomination papers signed by  
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the nominee and the proposer and seconder with the relevant addresses will be deposited, in 

accordance with the timetable agreed with the Returning Officer no less than fourteen days 

before the date of the election.  After the first election, the Community Council will itself 

appoint a Returning Officer.  In all cases the Returning Officer must not be a candidate or a 

proposer or seconder of a candidate, or a relative of any candidate. 

 

ELECTION AND DUTIES OF OFFICE BEARERS 

 

13 At the first meeting of the Community Council following an election,  

the Community Council will appoint from among its membership a Chair and Vice Chair.  

The Community Council will also appoint a Secretary and Treasurer and such officers as it 

shall from time to time decide.  The office of Chairman shall not be held by the same person 

for more than four consecutive years.  Members of the Council appointed as the Secretary or 

Treasurer shall not be entitled to remuneration, though the Council may, at its discretion, 

award honoraria to such appointment holders.  The offices of Chairman and Secretary or 

Treasurer shall not be held by one member simultaneously. 

 

CASUAL VACANCIES 

 

14 Casual vacancies in the membership of the Community Council may be filled by co-

option and the terms of office of any person co-opted shall be as defined in paragraph 9 

above, and this term shall apply also in respect of members co-opted to fill vacancies 

following the initial election of members of the Community Council. 

 

MANAGEMENT 

 

15 Meetings of the Community Council. The Community Council shall  

meet at least six times in every year.  A quorum of any one Community Council meeting 

shall be one third of the voting members of the Community Council.  The Chair shall have 

both a deliberate vote and in the case of an equality of votes, a casting vote. 

 

16 Special meetings. Other meetings of the Community Council may be convened if 

two of the office bearers as designated above (paragraph 13) are of the opinion that some 

matter of urgency requires consideration or a written request is made to the Secretary by not 

less than one third of the members.  Special meetings may also be called by the Community 

Council or on a written request to the Secretary of not less than twenty electors at any time 

for consideration of any matter of general community interest or concern. 

 

17 Notification and Agendas for meetings. Notices calling the meetings of the 

Community Council, specifying the agenda to be considered, shall be sent to each member of 

the Community Council, at least seven days prior to a meeting.  Notification shall also be sent 

to The Highland Council and the members of The  
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Highland Council who have a direct, relevant interest in the area of the Community Council. 



 

18 Minutes of meetings.  All meetings are to have Minutes taken by the  

Secretary or his stand-in.  Where possible, these should be sent to all members within 

fourteen days of the meeting occurring.  Copies of Minutes of meetings, the annual report, the 

annual financial statement and other suitable information as the Community Council may 

decide, will be transmitted to The Highland Council and to the members of these authorities 

with a direct relevant interest in the area of the Community Council. 

 

ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

19 An Annual General Meeting, which shall be open to all persons resident  

within the area of the Community Council, like all meetings of the Community Council, will 

be held in each year for the purpose of: 

  

a. Receiving the annual report of the work of the Community Council 

and an audited statement of accounts for the previous 12 months. 

 

b. The election of office bearers. 

 

c. Discussing any other matters of interest to the community. 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 

20 Community Council members shall be required, in advance, to declare  

pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests relating to matters which might be under discussion 

and after doing so, shall take no part in their consideration. 

 

LOCATION OF MEETINGS 
 

21 Generally meetings will be held in Bonar Bridge, though, where practical, a  

meeting should be held in Rosehall, Invershin and Spinningdale at least once every twelve 

months. 

 

COMMITTEES 
 

22 The Community Council shall have power to appoint such committees or sub- 

committees as it may from time to time decide, and shall determine their terms of reference, 

powers, duration and composition. 
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FAILURE TO ATTEND MEETINGS 

 

23 If any member fails throughout a period of three consecutive meetings of  



the Community Council, unless such member has been granted leave of absence by the 

Community Council by virtue of illness or other reasons approved by them, the member shall 

be deemed to have become disqualified from acting as a member of the Community Council, 

provided that the Secretary of the Community Council shall give the member due notice in 

advance of the matter being referred to the Community Council. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

24 All meetings of the Community Council shall be open to members of the 

public and the press, but such members of the public as attend meetings of the Community 

Council shall only be permitted to speak to the Community Council with the agreement of the 

Chair.  However, during the course of business, a Community Council may resolve that an 

item be considered private because of its confidential nature, such a resolution requiring to be 

carried by a majority of the Community Council.  Where a discussion is held in private any 

Minute of the discussion will disclose any decision or recommendation arrived at without 

disclosing the confidential information which justified the discussion in private in the first 

place. 

 

FINANCE 

 

25 All monies raised by or on behalf of the Community Council will be applied to 

further the objects of the Community Council and to maintain its administrative structures.  

Property and other assets belonging to the Community Council will be vested in the Chair 

and one other member acting as Trustees on behalf of the Community Council.  The accounts 

of the Community Council will be audited each year by an independent competent auditor, 

not being a member of the Community Council, but approved by the Council beforehand. 

 

STANDING ORDERS 

 

26 The Community Council will have powers to adopt Standing Orders for the  

proper conduct of its meetings and of all General Meetings which it calls. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

 

27 Subject to the provisions of Section 53 of the Local Government (Scotland) 

Act, 1973 relating to the amendment of Community Council Schemes, any proposal to alter 

this Constitution must be delivered in writing to the Secretary of the Community Council not 

less than fourteen days before the date of the meeting at which it is first considered and such 

an alteration will require the approval of: 
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a. a majority of members of the Community Council present and voting  

at a Community Council meeting of which prior notice of at least five days has 

been given, such notice to specify the wording of the proposed alteration; 

  

b. a two thirds majority of electors present at a general meeting called to 



consider the proposed alteration which shall have been publicised for at least 

fourteen days in advance of the meeting at which the vote is taken;  and 

 

c. The Highland Council, such approval having been given in writing. 

 

 

DISSOLUTION 
 

28 In the event that a Community Council, having been duly elected, either has 

not met for a period of six months or has allowed the number of its members to fall below 

two thirds of the total membership of the Community Council (as provided for in the 

Scheme), in either of these circumstances the Community council may dissolve the 

Community Council by notice served on all of the members of the Community Council still 

then serving.  Such dissolution will not prevent a request from twenty electors to re-form the 

Community Council in terms of Section 52(7) of the Act. 

 

29 If the Community Council by a majority at any time itself decides that it is 

advisable to dissolve the Community Council, it will call a Special General Meeting to 

consider a Resolution for Dissolution, the terms of which will have been specifically 

publicised in the notice calling the meeting for at least fourteen days in advance of the 

meeting.  The Highland Council will also be advised of the resolution and be invited to be 

represented at the Special General Meeting. 

 

30 In the event of the Resolution for Dissolution being approved by a majority of 

those attending the Special General Meeting, any assets remaining after the satisfaction of 

any proper debts or liabilities shall be transferred to The Highland Council to be held in trust 

by that Authority against the establishment of any new Community Council for the area at 

some later date or, if The Highland Council so decided, such assets may be applied towards 

charitable purposes for the benefit of residents in the area. 
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PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

 

31 The Community Council will ensure that at all times adequate insurance  

cover is maintained in respect of public liability responsibility devolving upon the 

Community Council in the execution of their several functions in pursuance of their objects. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION 



 

32 This Constitution having been agreed by Creich Community Council on 

 

_________________(date) was adopted at the Annual General Meeting held on  

 

_________________(date) at ______________________________(location). 

 

 

 

 

 (Signed) Chair……………………………………………………… 

 

   Member…………………………………………………… 

 

   Member……………………………………………………. 

 

 

 Ratified on behalf of The Highland Council on _____________________200- 

 

 (Signed) Proper Officer………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 


